1 Diary entries for 1 July, 27 August, and 31 August 1900, in Documents on Gotō Shimpei (YŪSHŌDO CO., LTD, 1980) , Microfilm, 31-1-17. Publication Association of Diary of Konoe Atsumaro ed., "Supplement," in Diary of Konoe Atsumaro (Kajima Printing, 1969), 64. and Russia in the 1910s by following Gotō's career, beginning with the events leading up to the Russo-Japanese War and concluding with the end of the First World War.
From the Russo-Japanese War to Russo-Japanese Entente
Gotō Shimpei (1857 Shimpei ( -1929 was from the Tōhoku District, which was seen as an enemy of the court clans during the Meiji Restoration. He started his career as a government official overseeing public health, which was considered to be in the technical department, while men from Satsuma or Chōsyu Districts held the power because of their districts' role during the Meiji Restoration. During the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95), Gotō enjoyed the favor of Kodama Gentarō from Chōsyu. When Kodama was appointed Governor-General of Taiwan in 1898, Gotō assumed the position of head of the Government Section of the Governor-General (later Civil Governor). Gotō decided to create a Japanese sphere of influence in the opposite side of Taiwan, Fujian. Then the Boxer Rebellion spreading to Fujian led to the Amoy Incident in 1900. When the Honganji missionary temple in Amoy was destroyed by arson (planned by the Governor-General of Taiwan), Gotō recommended dispatching land troops to the Taiwan Army Chief of Staff of the Governor-General, and he made plans to occupy batteries with the Amoy consul and captains of the navy ships. "All of the related members were outraged" when the government in Tokyo reversed orders to dispatch troops due to the interference of great-power countries, including England. Gotō appealed to Kodama to cancel Tokyo's reversal but was unsuccessful, and he lamented the deterioration of the situation. Thus he was enthusiastic for a Japanese "advance to the south" through the other side of Taiwan to southern China, and he also thought that Japan should abandon its status in Korea, even if Japan must appease Russia, who had ambitions on Korea, for future security when Japan headed southward.1
After that, however, Gotō's concern over international affairs turned his attention from southern China to Korea and Manchuria. For example, when Russia failed to honor a second deadline to withdraw from Manchuria in April 1903, relations were strained. Russia instead presented withdrawal conditions from Manchuria to China. During May and June Gotō wanted Japan to have complete access to land and sea transportation, as well as
